

















As we embark the journey post-COVID 19, the sense of joy and
satisfaction in bringing out this edition of Adwitiya 2022 is heartwarm-
ing. The post-pandemic session brought many challenges in the form of
revamping the classroom environment and bringing everyone on track
from a derailed situation. The theme of this edition of Adwitiya 2022
is hence kept as “ushering a new beginning” which is bestowed mainly
upon the foundation of vibrancy, creativity, free-thinking, and discipline

intended to bring out the face of commerce to the rest of the world.

| would take this opportunity firstly to thank the Almighty God
for keeping everyone safe during the pandemic. My heartfelt con-
dolences and prayers go to those who left for the heavenly abode. |
would also like to thank our Vice-Chancellor, Dr. V.K.Jain Sir, and
Dean, School of Management Sciences, Dr. Papori Baruah Ma’am for
their constant encouragement towards this endeavor. My sincere grat-
itude also goes to Dr. S.G.Maji Sir, Head, Department of Commerce,
without whose support this edition would not have materialized.
Last but not the least, the faculty and students of the department who

are the heart and soul of Adwitiya, a shout out to everyone. Thank You!

This edition is primarily based on bringing out the creativity of the
students. It comprises of Poems, Short Stories, Articles, Paintings, and
Photographs. The students have tried their best to submit the contents
for the magazine with their hearts out while preparing for the exams. |
congratulate the Editorial Team for putting up the effort and bringing out
the edition fruitfully as visualized. | believe these initiatives will ignite
a spark among the budding minds for widening their spectrum of knowl-

edge and thrive towards the betterment of the society and the nation.

Dr. Prasenjit Roy
Assistant Professor
Department of Commerce
Tezpur University



Hello Reader,

Hope is the universally compelling élan vital on which mankind strives.It is the panoptic essence of hope which
crosses all human boundaries of any persuasion and imbues in one the belief of a better future. This idea, albeit
simple to comprehend, sustains in itself the daedalian fundamental basis of not only our daily thoughts and ac-
tions, but also our existence in general. Hope or the breath of life, has throughout the history of mankind, pro-
pelled man to come out from the direst of situations to reach the pinnacles of zenith. As prodigious and prismatic
stands its essence; it was the hope of a better living that was behind the origin of all inventions and discoveries. To
be precise, it was this very element which kept the spirits of our candles burning as the entire mankind grappled
with the Covid-19 pandemic. Indeed, hope makes us dream for a better tomorrow each day, for a beginning like
no other where we take the learnings from the past and work on the holistic evolution of mankind. Riding on this
very omnipresent thought, we heartily present Adwitiya 2022 with the hope of ushering a new beginning! For in
the words of Amanda Gorman, “The new dawn blooms as we free it.”

Adwitiya 2022, the 6th annual magazine of Department of Commerce, Tezpur University, comes up with a com-
pilation of diverse sections ranging from poems, essays, anecdotes and short stories to artworks and photographs.
The submissions we have received this year undoubtedly live up to the name of our magazine and we, as editors, are
elated to have had the opportunity of compiling and presenting them before you to revere. This entire process of
collecting and compiling these awe-inspiring creations have proved for us to be a heck of a joyride.

While we take to the pen to express our joie de vivre, it would be incomplete without extending our gratitude
towards everyone who has been directly or indirectly involved with this magazine. We would like to acknowledge
and thank not just the contributors for sharing their beautiful creations, but also all the faculty members of the
Department, especially our Faculty Advisor, Dr. Prasenjit Roy, whose constant efforts and guidance throughout
this journey has given shape to our scattered ideas and thereby driven towards the realisation of Adwitiya 2022.
Finally, thank you for joining us in our jitney of Adwitiya 2022. As you embark on this journey, we hope to provide
you with an illuminating and colourful experience like no other, so that your learnings usher a new beginning in
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DEDICATION

This magazine is dedicated to all the students and faculty members of the Department
of Commerce and all the members of the Tezpur University family. The couple of years
in the recent past have been a challenging one due to CovidI9 and its ill effects. As we
are moving ahead with the new era where consciousness towards technological utili-
ty and use of minimum resources towards maximum benefit has become a new norm.

On this premise the Adwitiya 2022 posits a theme of “Ushering a new beginning”.

Financial Literacy and awareness have become one of the important elements in today’s sOCi-
ety. As commerce scholars it is imperative to be aware and make others aware regarding the de-
velopments in this landscape. This magazine is also a dedication to all those people who have

been actively raising awareness about the financial and commercial developments in the society.

The magazine is also dedicated to all the frontline workers who have been giving everything in
securing our lives, be it the Army personals, the Police, the Doctors, the Cleaners and so forth.

Without them the dream of a safe nation and society, would just be a dream, not a reality.

To all the teachers as well, without whose guidance and blessings it will not be possi-
ble to achieve greater heights in life. As the thought goes “Salutation to the noble Guru,
who is my Lord and the Lord of the Universe, my Teacher and the Teacher of the Uni-
verse, who is the Self in me and the Self in all beings”. Thank you, dear Teachers.

Last but not the least, to the young budding hearts whose dream and vision to

change the world will lay foundations for a new path and bring glory to the society.

Team Adwitiya 2022
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After Dusk
Tales
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Photo: Dawn of the moonlight.

Sunrays; before dusk,

trembling in air down to the old river by the
woods;

Delicate and soft, mingled in its rustling
warmth.

Mute.... not able to express

the growing pain of relentless distress
Burying down with invisible tears,

silent screams, unspoken words.

The river by the woods talk blissfully
with the cold insulated night

Making her numb

Breaking the magic of the moonlight,
gearing up to welcome hours of hopes
stitched tightly...

In the blurry depth of the cool breeze
The silence is scary!

As the nightingale sings its saddest song
On the branch of the oldest tree,

On the abandoned stretch of the road
That leads to the gloomy woods.
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A
Colourful
Reverie

Knocked by the divinely love, the fragile

devotion

The festive of colours and affection;

| put myself in clean white clothes

With no guile, no bigotry,

Painting the shades with the colours | want
with a touch of filigree!

Unlocking the door of my heart, lured by the
flutist’s call

| am probing midst the woods to paint my
Kanha's soul!

The winter is lost in the beauty of the spring,
Trees are blooming with the flowers of love,
Fluttering with the cooing and chirping of
cuckoos and robins...

Oh Kanha, come and bless me

Paint my soul with the colours you want to put,
the way you choose

For | won’t be a fairy tale, but a lovely tale of
My wheatish flutist...

Shower your love upon me with the gun of
Holi, for there won’t be a complaint:

“Radha kyu gori?”

Knocked by the divinely love, the fragile
devotion

The festive of colours and affection;

| put myself in clean white clothes

With no guile, no bigotry,

Painting the shades with the colours | want
with a touch of filigree!
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CLEAN INDIA
SHINE INDIA
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POEM BY
MD TARIQUE AMAN MAZARBHUIYA
INTEGRATED MCOM 2ND SEM
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My Grandfather’s
Era

POEM BY
KAVERI GOGOI
BCOM (LATERAL EXIT) 2018-2021
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Ramayana through
a Feminine Lens

SANJUKTA KAKOTI
INTEGRATED MCOM 4TH SEM

“To see the world from another’s
point of view, and make sense of
it.” Ramayana, a saga written by
Sage Valmiki, portrays the life
story of Lord Rama and how
he went into exile with Sita, his
wife, and brother, Lakshmana,
and the fight with King Ravan-
na when he abducted Sita. Ra-
mayana is a reflection of the
society that we live in right now.
Myths and stories influence

people and their mindset and
in the 21st century, it is quite
clearly evident.

However, as great an epic Ra-
mayana, today is, the role of the
various women in it has been
subdued. The glorification of
duties and bravery of men has
been portrayed quite poetically
and women, not so much. The
duties and sacrifices of women
were just expected from them.
The question might arise how
can a story revolving around Sita
not glorify her or any other fe-
male characters for that matter.
The problem is the things have
just been written not deeply an-
alyzed or understood by many.
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To begin with, we have the very
character of Sita. Sita, the ad-
opted daughter of King Jana-
ka of Mithila, was married to
Rama through Swayam Var,
thus making her a mere prize
of a competition between the
various princes over the coun-
try. After the consequent death
of King Dashratha, since Ram
was exiled from the kingdom
by Kaikeyi, Sita accompanied
him as Dharma (rights and du-
ties of an individual) suggest-
ed she do so. During this time,
she was abducted, and later on
when she was freed, her chasti-
ty and fidelity in marriage were
guestioned. She was asked to
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perform an Agni Pariksha, a tri-
al by fire in order to prove her
chastity. Later on, owing to all of
the gossip about her fidelity in
the Kingdom, Ram, the Maryada
Purushottam, the ideal man, the
perfect man, banished Sita to a
forest where she raised their
two sons as a single mother.
Why is it that a woman is ques-

tioned every time and given such
extreme conditions and a man
is not asked for such degrading
proof of character?

The next character is an un-
sung heroine who sacrificed
everything for her husband's
sake. Urmila, sister of Sita and
wife of Lakshmana, slept for 14
years straight so that her hus-
band could be awake to serve
his brother and sister-in-law.
Lakshmana abandoned his wife
to fulfill his brotherly duties
but what about his Dharma to-
wards his wife? Why has Hindu
mythology justified his actions?
She lost her individualism in the
process of serving her husbhand
and fulfilling wifely duties. Be-
ing servile towards her husband
and his family was expected
from her and his abandonment
was equally justified when it
should not have been.

Talking about abandonment,
another character comes to
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mind. The character of Shanta,
the first-born daughter of King
Dashratha, was given up so that
he can have sons as his heirs.
He married thrice in his quest
of having sons. His marriages
were morally questionable but
Hindu mythology is not against
it and moreover has glorified
his purpose for marriage. Had
it been one of his wives having
relations with three other men,
it would have been punishable
and looked down upon. To this,
the following quote can be as-
sociated:

“The idea of a powerful
woman aware of her own
desires made people un-
comfortable and so she was
portrayed as barbaric, even
demonic, not in control of

her passions.”
~ Devdutt Pattanaik,
Olympus

Surpanakha, the sister of King
Ravanna, expressed desires for
a married man, and thus her
nose was chopped off as a pun-
ishment. Ahalya was married to
Sage Gautama and one day Lord
Indra disguised himself as Gau-
tama and advanced toward her.
She was aware of his trickery
but accepted him anyway. For
her infidelity, she was turned
into a stone and only the touch
of Lord Rama could bring her
back to life. Renuka, the mother
of Parashuram was beheaded by
him because she was unfaithful
to her husband in her thoughts.
She lost her devotion to her
husband for a few moments
and as a result, her power to
collect water in pots that came
from her chastity disappeared
and she could not collect wa-
ter anymore. Her husband was
aware of this and asked one of
his sons to kill their mother and
Parashuram obliged.

Is it really wrong for a woman to

have feelings or desires for an-
other who has been bound with
matrimony? Yes, acting upon
those desires as Ahalya did, can
be considered as being unfaith-
ful but having or in the case of
Renuka, just thinking about a
man should not be a reason for
such severe punishment. The
cutting of Surpanakha’s nose
can also be an excellent met-
aphor for how it is a shame to
have desires for a married man.
Does the severity of the punish-
ment justify the deeds done by
them? | think not.

As said earlier, stories from
the Ramayana are realities of
the present. Women are still
viewed as mere objects or priz-
es in many parts of this glori-
ous country. Patriarchal norms
are still very much prevalent in
society and individualism is not
considered when it comes to a
woman. The Ramayana has also
shown women of grand stat-
ure as symbols of resistance,
bravery, and having an ample
amount of inner strength. The
feminine strength that resides
within a woman is glorified at its
best and the characters inspire
the women of today to be brave
and accept their femininity and
strength.***



Are Selfies
Capturing Moments
or Detaching wus
from the moment?
Selfie Culture

NIDARSHANA GOHAIN
ICOM 2ND SEM

picture paints a thou-
sand words, but a
selfie on the contrary
frames an artificially
manipulated moment.
The purpose of a picture has al-
ways been to freeze a moment in
time. Nevertheless, do selfies,
a new genre of the photograph-
ic medium, serve the same pur-
pose as the first? ‘ selfie’, as de-
fined in the Oxford Dictionary, is
a “photograph taken of one-
self, and uploaded to a social
media website.” The origin of
the term dates back to 2002
when an Australian man, Na-
than Hope, posted a picture
of himself calling it a selfie.
Self-portraits, however, are
not new; people were taking
them as early as the 1800s
before the term * selfie’ was
coined. selfie culture today
has deviated from its original
idea and has become what many
people regard it as; mirror self-
ies, duck face pouts, peace signs,
close-up selfies and so.
Taking selfies at arm’s length,
people tend to communicate that
they are having a great time, or
more precisely, pretend so. It is
imperative to unravel the purpose
of every selfie so that the next
time we take a selfie, we do not
miss out on the real fun Ranging
from social to professional, any
number of situations can warrant
a selfie, from a guy pointing his
iPhone at the mirror to document
his recent workout to a market-
ing team taking a group selfie on
a successful business deal. What-

ever be the purpose, there is no
harm unless the selfie has im-
peded that event. The drawbacks
of selfies are that they reveal very
little; they hardly tell any story and
are often misleading; in the sense
that before taking a selfie, we pre-
fer adjusting our poses, distorting
our faces with filters rather than
taking a spontaneous picture of
the natural moment. In the search
for the right angle and lighting, the
selfie-taker constructs an ideal-
istic version of himself. The grow-
ing trend and popularity of selfie
culture among teenagers can be
mainly attributed to social media
apps and this selfie craze doesn't
seem to end any sooner. Psycho-
logical mechanisms that under-
lie selfie behavior include so-
cial pressure, attention-seeking,
retaining special moments, and

being creative. The consequence
of getting absorbed in this selfie
culture is multifaceted. The prime
pitfall of taking too many selfies
is that people start developing a
narcissistic tendency.

Narcissism is often associated
with posting too many selfies. The
‘digital Narcissus’ in us becomes
so self-absorbed that it leads to
a psychotic disorder called ‘selfi-
tis’- it develops an insatiable urge
in us to be popular, and it makes
us crave approval from others in
the form of likes and comments
on social media. Some people end
up performing dangerous feats to
garner a few more likes in their
selfies posted online, be it taking
a selfie from a high cliff. At times,
trying to take a cool picture can
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cost us our life. There is mounting
evidence of instances where ‘ sel-
fie’ has turned into ‘killfie’. A study
conducted by India’s Indraprastha
Institute of Information Technolo-
gy and Carnegie Mellon Universi-
ty shows that at least 127 people
lost their lives in unsafe selfie at-
tempts till November 2016. In India,
76 deaths have been reported so
far. This number is deceptive con-
sidering the possibility of some
cases related to selfie deaths go-
ing undocumented. Another side
to this coin is the positive aspects
relating to the selfie culture and
taking of selfies are the art of
self-expression, an expression
of how creatively people present
themselves to the world; selfies
allow us to connect, communicate
with, and update other people our
actions, feelings, and emotions if

at all it is authentic.
Besides, selfies are a decent
way to preserve our memo-
ries. Some selfies accomplish
to drive the public for a noble
cause. When the pandemic
erupted, for instance, sharing
vaccine selfies online served
as a powerful message to an-
ti-vaxxers that the COVID-19
vaccine was safe and effective.
If we think of selfies beyond ‘cap-
turing moments’, many instances
of their constructive impact show
up. We drift away from the real
world, attempting to preserve
memories by capturing that per-
fect selfie, by switching between
the different filters on our camera.
What we often fail to contemplate
is that some moments are to be
felt, to be lived and that no pho-
tography instrument can recreate
those moments. As far-fetched as
it may seem, selfie culture is a
part and parcel of the digital era.
We must embrace it as a modern
form of art while not destroying
its authenticity. Taking selfies and
living the moment must go hand
in hand.***
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The Descriptive
Anomaly

ABHIPSIT BAPANASHA
INTEGRATED MCOM  4TH SEM

ave you ever found

yourself in an un-

comfortable state in

describing an expe-

rience to your friend,
that he/she is not a part of? How
often have you fallen short of
words in such a situation? And
after all your effort, have you
ever felt as if the listener still
could not picturise your de-
scription? | am sure that most,
or rather all of you, have been
a part of such circumstanc-
es quite a number of times; at
least | get into them daily! While
a major portion of our day-to-
day conversations consists of
exchanging descriptions of cer-
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tain experiences, very few of us
actually notice the flaws in it.
Whenever we see anything, we
gain a perspective. However,
there are things that we do not
see or have not seen but have
gained a considerable insight of.
This is where descriptions play
their part. Descriptions help us
frame our perspectives based
upon someone else’s experi-
ences, considering which we
form further perspectives. Just
because detailed descriptions
seldom hold anything much at
stake, we tend to undermine the
ambiguity involved. So here, we'll
be looking into detailed descrip-
tions, primarily involved in oral
communication, and possibly try
to explore its ambiguous nature.
| intend to provide no solution
to the flaws in the process and
therebyaskyoutoconsideritasa
mere thought experiment, which
| had been longing to share.

Written communication, for the
most part, provides a cushion of
time to react, both for the speak-
er and the listener, which could
be effectively used not only to
prepare oneself for the task but
also to decipher the information
coherently. Oral communica-
tion, on the other hand, expects
a spontaneous transmission in
most cases. There is little time
for both the parties to react and
as you'll be learning later, cre-
ates a lot of unintended confu-
sion. Orally transmitted detailed
descriptions, in addition, takes
the listener off-guard, giving
rise to a pillar of subjectivi-
ty in the path of transmission,
which partially blinds him/her
from getting an accurate view
of the information. As a conse-
quence, the listener resorts to
making assumptions about the
information provided to him/her,
possibly even picturizing a more
polarising scenario than what



was actually intended.
Any description that we give
or receive is based on our own
unique experiences. The world
we see through our distinct eyes
is unique at its very core. We
may click pictures and attempt
the aptest description of a for-
eign subject, yet the input that
he/she would receive and relate
to would be completely based
on what he/she had previous-
ly seen or experienced, and not
on what was being described
to him/her. Let wus under-
stand this through an example.
Let us consider a situation be-
tween two school friends, X and
Y, after their school vacations.
During the vacations, X visited
the capital city while Y stayed
back in his hometown. The part
of the capital city seen by X con-
sisted of the usual city-like ter-
rain with tall buildings, shopping
complexes with lights all around
the place, and an abundance
of vehicles and commuters on
the streets. Being brought up
in a semi-urban town far away
from the hustle of city life, all
that X and Y had seen till then
was their school campus, their
neighbor’s three-storeyed man-
sion, the only shopping
mall at the center of
the town, and a crowd
of around a thousand
people, who would just
emerge out of nowhere
during the festival sea-
son (that was the max-
imum number of people
they had ever seen at a
time). Now that X saw
what he/she had never
expected to see before,
it seemed as if his/her
world almost turned up-
side down just after the
mere two-day breathing
of city air. Here, we can
see that X had gained a
perspective. Now, when
X would describe it to Y,

Y would gain a second-hand per-
spective of city life, based on X's
first-hand experience. However,
while picturizing it, Y would only
use the details of X's description
and place the variables of the
city according to his/her own
previous perspectives. For in-
stance, when X would describe
the capital city consisting of tall
buildings, Y would naturally re-
late it with his/her school build-
ing or the neighbor’s three-sto-
reyed mansion and place them
according to the description of
X. It is more or less similar to
understanding fiction where the
reader or the listener has the
creative freedom to picturise a
scene according to the descrip-
tion of the text or the speaker.
An important behavioral fac-
tor, in understanding the flaws
of detailed descriptions, which
is highlighted above is the ex-
citement level of X. As evident,
X was enthralled at the experi-
ence and was excited to share
his/her experience with Y. In
such a scenario, we could nat-
urally expect anyone (X in this
case) to exaggerate the actu-
al description. It is very com-
mon for us to present our de-
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scriptions with a hint of spice
added to reality, just to catch
the attention of the listener.
In fact, the effectiveness of any
description is directly related to
the speaker’s and the listener’s
vocabulary. The basic criterion
to be fulfilled for effective com-
munication is the match of vo-
cabularies between the speak-
er and the listener. Apart from
this match, the speaker has to
attempt the use precise terms
to fit the description. The more
precise the words, the clear-
er the description gets. But the
confusion starts when the words
used by the speaker are decod-
ed incorrectly by the listener.
Now, in general (assuming that
you do not carry a dictionary ev-
erywhere or constantly check
your cell phone for words), an
individual carries only a par-
ticular set of words in his/her
arsenal. So, no matter what cir-
cumstances he/she is made to
face, the words at his/her im-
mediate disposal serve as the
only armament in his/her battle
to convey and acquire an accu-
rate description. This provides
further room for the listener
to make assumptions, based

on which he/she pictur-
izes the entire scenario.
Again, a major part of the
communication process,
especially in oral form, cir-
cles around the subjective
assumptions of the listener.
A possible way to confront
this flaw requires one to
learn each and every word
of a language, including
their various synonymous
expressions. Sounds sim-
ple right? | mean, no matter
how difficult it might sound,
all you've got to do is more
or less learn each word of
a dictionary. However, con-
sidering the fact that new
words are incorporated ev-
ery now and then into a lan-
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-guage, it is highly improbable
for anyone to be interested in
such a stunt. Even if after years
of labor, one finally matches the
pace of words, it would be of little
use as he/she would have to then
possibly find another such part-
ner, roughly matching his/her
intellect, to showcase his/her
effectiveness with the language!
As my observation goes, in
learning any new word or ex-
pression, after being commu-
nication-ready with that lan-
guage, we just replace it with
some other expression or word,
which we had been using be-
fore. It is analogous to a pro-
gram where an update replac-
es the previous version of the
system with a more advanced
one, making it more effective
and efficient while retaining ba-
sic codes of the older version.
In this case, too, the new ex-
pression or word only serves in
possibly refining our language,
making the communication pro-
cess clearer and more precise.
When it comes to describing
emotions, this gets even more
tricky. What if | tell you that you
yourself are not even sure of the
emotions you feel? It may sound
surreal, but itis whatitis! In fact,
we cannot even be sure if the
emotions we feel, are actually
the emotions that we call them
to be. You may call yourself to be
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happy because you've assumed
that feeling a certain way is as-
sociated with happiness. But
by digging a little deeper, you
would notice that you've never
seen what happiness is like, but
only heard of its description and
thereby only assumed to have
felt it. The idea of happiness for
the one who had initially de-

scribed it to you might actually
not be what you had assumed.
The primary assumption we
make while understanding emo-
tions is possibly the reactions
showcased by the concerned
individuals. The mere observa-
tion that two individuals react
similarly to the same stimulus
sheds little light on what actu-

ally made them react that way.
We can never possibly judge
the depth of anyone’s emotion
just on the basis of the reac-
tion we see. The set of emotions
one feels is completely unique
to him/her. It is similar to the
idea of one’'s unique worldview.
As we have seen, conversa-
tions involving detailed descrip-
tions contain a lot more depth
than what we generally notice.
It is evident from the struggles
we face daily in providing an
apt description to our family or
friends. As already discussed,
however hard we may attempt
to describe the world, as we see
it, the listener always picturizes
it according to his/her own past
experiences. The details merely
work as variables that the lis-
tener tries to incorporate into
his/her own world. The distance
between the speaker’s and the
listener’'s perspectives could be
possibly narrowed down by us-
ing distinct and precise words
and expressions. But the basic
pre-requisite for even that to
happen is the match of vocab-
ularies between the concerned
parties. Although one might ar-
gue about the validity of these
arguments as they have very
little to do with the actual ac-
tions we perform, it is important
to understand that they have a
significant impact on the way
we view the world. A perspec-
tive once formed takes the basis
for forming further related per-
spectives, and thereby has an
indirect effect on our actions too.
Considering what you've seen so
far and understanding the level
of ambiguity involved, | would
leave you with a question to pon-
der: ‘What is reality after all?’***
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conomic inequality is

one of the most seri-

ous and perilous prob-

lems that practically

every country in the
world faces. In a nutshell, eco-
nomic disparities refer to the
unequal distribution of income
and opportunity among differ-
ent social groupings. Poverty
has been identified as a major
driver of economic inequali-
ty by economists. People from
financially weak backgrounds
find it tough to cope with the
opportunities that the govern-
ments provide since they have
to compete with the people of
more privileged backgrounds.
In many of these cases, we no-
tice that people who have risen
out of poverty have trouble get-
ting an education, finding work,
earning a decent wage, and tak-
ing advantage of other oppor-
tunities. The haves is merely

affected by economic inequal-
ities but the challenge lies in
bringing the have-nots to a level
where they do not feel the pres-
sure or burden of the economy.
The Covid-19 pandemic is a
landmark example leading to

such economic inequalities and
has furthered the inequalities
on a global scale. The correla-
tion between economic inequal-
ities and Covid-19 is massive,
this pandemic is likely to have
lasting economic and social im-
pacts on employment, income,
and working conditions in la-
bor markets around the world.

ADWITILYA 2022

Economists see the pan-
demic as the furtherer of these
inequalities as the governments
all across the globe were im-
posing travel restrictions, na-
tionwide lockdowns, and eco-
nomic curbs and the virus itself
affects people within and across
nations in widely varying ways.
Most jobs of temporary nature
and low earnings, e.g., con-
struction workers, taxi drivers,
housekeeping and maintenance
staff, factory workers, etc. had
faced and are still facing some
parts of the world threats like
shutdown. All economic activ-
ities had come to a halt leav-
ing all the major economic
factors in a state of quandary.
In India, during the initial days
of the Covid-19 pandemic, we
saw various economic changes
and other activities which indi-
rectly affected the economy. We
witnessed thousands of migrant
workers returning home from
workplaces due to the lockdown
and many remaining stranded
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in various cities and towns. Ac-
cording to the economic times,
41 lakh youths lost their job due
to the Covid-19 pandemic and the
majority belong to the econom-
ically weaker background. The
industries were closing down
which also indirectly affects the
poor, there was a lack of work-
ers, loss of employment, the
daily wage workers were having
no source of income, employees
being laid off, and many other
factors which caused the Indi-
an economy to have a recession
of 3.1 % and recently the worst
nearly 25 % in the first quarter
of 2020. ‘A nation will not serve
morally or economically when
so few have so much, while so
many have so little.” Very rightly
said by American senator Bernie
Sanders and indeed econom-
ic equality is one of the biggest
concerns that an economy is
prevented from developing and |
feel that all the nations should
join hands and work together
to minimize it. The aftermath
of the Covid-19 will be massive
and it will take efforts from the
government as well as the pub-
lic to get back the economy to
normal. Governments have to
come up with schemes to pro-
vide employment guarantees to
the unemployed and the ones
who lost their jobs due to the
pandemic. The debt ratio, stock
markets, demand and supply
chain, investments, trade rela-
tions, and almost all industries
have witnessed major changes.
People’'s reactions to the econ-
omy have drastically changed
and consumer behavior is play-
ing an instrumental factor to get
the economy back at its feet.
Governments around the world
must look to take up schemes
to provide direct cash trans-
fers to underprivileged sec-
tions, provided input tax relief to
producers in selected sectors,
public investment in social and
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physical sectors, monetize the
central fiscal deposit, and many
more to reduce the economic
inequalities and bridge the gap
between the rich and poor.

*k%k

RAIDEEP ENDAW
INTEGRATED MCOM 6TH SEM

“The art is not in making
money but in keeping it". Gen-
erally, we associate doing well
financially with only ‘earning’
well. However, earning money
and building wealth are quite
different. When we render our
time, efforts and skills in re-
turn for money, it is a type of
‘Active Income’, which we basi-
cally refer to as ‘earning’ mon-
ey. However, to build wealth we
need both active and ‘Passive
Income’. When we build differ-
ent channels of income through
which we have recurring income
without investing our time and
efforts in them repeatedly, they
are called sources of ‘Passive
Income’. We should focus on not
just working for money but also
making money work for us.

For people who are at the
initial stage of their work lives
and have recently started earn-
ing, developing other sources
of passive income such as land
and property rentals, agency
and commission benefits, etc,,
might be financially difficult to
achieve. No doubt, such sourc

“es should be a target

in the future, but one can begin
the process of wealth creation
through the most foundational
and consistent approach: Saving
and Investing.

But what's the need?

Well, it's because your
money is not safe in your bank
account! Yes, that does sound
terrifying but if you do the basic
math, the current average in-
terest rate for savings bank ac-
counts is at around 3.5% where-
as the market inflation rate is
at above 7%. So, on today’s date,
even if you kept your money all
safely in your bank account, you
will still be losing money at the
rate of 3.5% on an average, every
year. For example, let's assume
you started earning at 25 and
if you were to save around Rs.
10,000 every month in your bank
account for the next 35 years,
i.e., until your retirement at 60,
you will be losing approximate-
ly around Rs. 18 lakhs worth of
monetary value at your retire-
ment.

For people who are yet
to start earning, now is the best
time when you can start plan-
ning your investing journey in



advance and increase your fi-
nancial literacy, so that you can
plan the financials for your re-
tirement as well for your work-
ing life, and harness the power
of compounding to the fullest.

What'’s the Approach?

Use the power of com-
pounding for yourself to the full-
est by trying to start as early, and
continue as longer, as possible;
avoid debt; diversify your invest-
ments; think for the long term,
and be consistent in investing,
every month. But before
starting to plan your in-
vesting journey, let’s
first know about some
principal factors which
are highly important.

To begin with, a Health
Insurance is a must for
everyone as in its ab-
sence, your entire finan-
cial plan might collapse
in the event of a single
medical emergency.
Second, try to build an emer-
gency fund which can sus-
tain your living standards for
around 5 months so that in
case of any crisis such as los-
ing your job or severe sudden
medical requirement, etc., such
a fund can come to the rescue.
Third, if you are at that stage
in life where you have depen-
dents relying upon you, try to
take up a Life Insurance, with
a maturity amount of around 25
times of your present income
to secure your dependents in
case anything happens to you.

The Actual Strategy

As the most feasible and
practical start will be through
active income, we need to esti-
mate how much we will actual-
ly be earning every month after
all sorts of taxation. Maintaining
the habit of tracking all your ex-
penses in minute detail is a plus!
As we track how much we are

earning and where all we are
spending, we can start segre-
gating our expenses into three
sections - Wants, Needs and
Savings. The famous 50/30/20
rule says keep 50% of your in-
come towards your needs, i.e,
your basic requirements and
amenities (you can consider your
insurances and emergency fund
contribution here or in the 20%),
30% for your desires and wants,
and save and invest the remain-
ing 20% and make it to grow.
While this rule is a good point

to start, but it might differ for
everyone individually as with
time, our income increases, and
our needs won't be increasing
exponentially, so we can shift
more of the 50% towards the
20% of savings, to increase the
investments while Kkeeping a
good increasing chunk towards
our wants so that we don’t miss
out on living a fulfilling life.
Now, the real strategy comes
with the 20% that you save.
Where to invest, how to invest,
and how to allocate the diver-
sification? First of all, knowing
your risk appetite is import-
ant, i.e., what is the rate of re-
turn that you seek your invest-
ments to be compounded over
the years. Risk appetite varies
individually, but in general it is
inversely proportional to age.

Diversification
We all must have heard
about SIPs. While many think it
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is a complex system related to
mutual funds, it really is not.
SIP stands for Systematic In-
vestment Plan, which basically
means investing a fixed amount
in equal time intervals, consis-
tently, for a long period of time.
Another way of investing is lump
sum investing, where we invest
a sizeable chunk of money for
one single time only (like invest-
ing a sudden bonus). But since
we are planning for the long
term, so, we will see our month-
ly 20% investment as a SIP bas-

ket and segregate it into
different segments as
per the risk associated.
Based on yourrisk appe-
tite, you should diversify
your investments into
different asset classes
and balance out the risk
by choosing a mix of both
safe and risky assets.
(a) Indian Stocks and
Mutual Funds - (MOD-
ERATE TO HIGH RISK):
Stock trading is often confused
with investing in general. In re-
ality, trading is a professional
job. It is just another source of
active income, to earn it, one
needs good amount of research,
knowledge and expertise or
else it is as risky as betting.

One can either invest in
direct stocks by having all the
needed expertise and research,
or in mutual funds, which are
pool of stocks managed by pro-
fessionals having all that exper-
tise, of which the investors can
buy chunks known as units, and
pay a small part of the invest-
ment as consideration for the
expertise and work to the asset
management company (AMC).

In either of the two,
stocks fall into the moderate-
ly high-risk and high-reward
part of our investment segmen-
tation. It is generally recom-
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mended that investors with no
experience can start with mu-
tual funds such as index funds
which invest their total assets
under management in the top
public listed (bluechip) compa-
nies. There are also other types
of mutual funds such as Equity
Linked Saving Schemes (ELSS)
which provide taxation benefits.

(b) Gold and Debt Bonds - (SAFE):
Making investmentsin Sovereign
Gold Bonds (SGBs) released by
the RBI, is the most efficient way
of investing in gold’'s worth in a
secured manner. There are oth-
er corporate and private bonds
which are debt instruments
and are safe sources of fixed
return. Such bonds are rated
in terms of their creditworthi-
ness such as AAA, AA, etc. This
segment gives relatively less-
er returns but is safer in terms
of volatility of such returns.

(c) PPF, EPF, and NPS (SAFER):
Government funds such as Pub-
lic Provident Fund, Employees’
Provident Fund, National Pen-
sion system, and other RPFs, are
great sources of safe returns
which also help in saving tax.

These form a low-return but
high-safety segment, and in-
vesting some part in them, is
ultimately more beneficial.

(d) Foreign Stocks and Cryp-
to Currency (HIGHLY RISKY):

22

If you have done
the research and
are willing to take
high risks for high
rewards, then you
may also allocate
a tiny proportion
in US. Compa-
ny Stocks, ETFs,
and also in some
of the good use-
case yet high-
ly volatile crypto currencies.

(e) Fixed Deposits/Recurring De-
posits in Banks (SAFEST): There
might be certain funds which you
wish to protect and keep liquid
for using in the near future such
as your emergency fund. Such
funds can be kept in your sav-
ings account or in fixed and re-
curring deposits, so as to keep
them safe and readily available.

You can divide percent-
ages of your monthly investment
into these various types of as-
set classes, balancing the risks
and meeting your requirements.
Three most important
things to always remember:
i. Risks will always, inevitably,
be there. However, in the long-
run, the market will always
correct itself and wealth will
be generated several fold. So,
always think of the long-term
growth prospect and don’t be
tempted to pull out your money
if you see great profits or great
losses during market fluctua-

tions as hold-
ing the assets
will average
out your risks.
ii. Never try to
time the mar-

ket. Be con-
sistent in your
SIPs and try
not miss any
of them as
they are the
best way to

average out your buying pric-
es regardless of the potential
dips and rises of the market.
iii. Invest only what you can
comfortably invest. Never force
yourself to invest more than you
can, by cutting down important
needs and wants. Living life and
itsmomentsis equallyimportant.
Also, never invest in peer-pres-
sure or under the influence of
tips by others. Research, be in-
formed, and only then, invest.

Each of the asset class-
es and investment options men-
tioned needs thorough research,
most of which is available on-
line on YouTube and other good
open-source sites. None of the
investment options is a recom-
mendation by me, they are for
educational discussion and bet-
ter dissemination of knowledge
only.

Try to learn more about person-
al finance and start your invest-
ing journey as soon as you can!
Best wishes.***
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The Free Rider Problem: a case study on Pool Cycles
of Tezpur University

GOURISH SABHAPONDIT
INTEGRATED MCOM 4TH SEM

t was somewhere around

November when | first saw

the pool cycle advertisement

dangling between two poles

near the entrance gate of
our university. The sight of the
banner filled my heart with joy
and sorrow. | was happy that the
students who did not have their
own cycles would be able to
take advantage of the pool cycle
system and sad because | had
already bought my cycle. The
pain of not having a cycle on the
campus is very personal to me
because when | first came to the
campus, | didn’t have a cycle and
| would get completely exhaust-
ed at the end of the day after
covering almost 12,000 steps. So,
| think it was a great relief for
the students of the university.
The university built 4 new cy-
cle stands to park these cycles
which were painted yellow. But
very soon the hope of the stu-

dents of using these cycles for
their daily commute was flat-
tened like the tires of these cy-
cles! At first, it was really diffi-
cult to find a yellow cycle on the
campus but now they lie here
and there but are not in running
condition except for a few cycles.
These cycles also brought out
different skills in the students’
like riding a cycle without ped-
als, broken seats, flat tires,
and sometimes even without
chains. Thus, the initiative that
was started with a great mo-
tive turned into a lost cause
in months. To understand the
reason behind the failure of the
pool cycle we can use the con-
cept of the free-rider problem
in economics. A Free rider in
simple terms means a person
who obtains something with-
out effort or cost. The Free rid-
er problem occurs when people
can benefit from a good or ser-

vice without paying anything for
it. It is a problem because while
not paying for the goods (either
directly through fees or tolls or
indirectly through taxes), they
may continue to access or use
them. Thus, the good may be un-
der-produced, overused, or de-
graded. Additionally, it has been
shown through evidence that
people tend to be cooperative
by nature, but the presence of
free-riders causes this prosocial
behavior to deteriorate, perpet-
uating the free-rider problem.
The free-rider problem is com-
mon with public goods - goods
with non-excludable benefits,
i.e., where you cannot exclude a
nonpayer from enjoying a ben-
efit. These characteristics of a
public good result in there being
a little incentive for consumers
to contribute to a collective re-
source as they enjoy its benefits.
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For example, it is good to re-
cycle plastic. However, if one
person in a city of 90,000 peo-
ple recycles plastic, it makes
little difference. There is an in-
centive to free-ride on the ef-
forts of other people to recycle
and make less effort yourself.
In other words, we free ride on
the efforts of others to recycle.

Let us understand the
free-rider problem from a class-
room point of view. Suppose
your teacher makes a group of 5
students to give a presentation
and one member among the 5
works hard to make the presen-
tation a success and the others
rely on him and hardly put any
effort. Thus, the remaining 4
students free ride on the efforts
of that one particular student.
Now, in our case, the students
are the free riders and the pool
cycles are the public good. So,
the free-rider problem also oc-
curs here because the cycles
have been provided to us free of
cost which has led to their over-
use and improper handling. We
leave the cycles in their dilapi-
dated state
thinking that
the admin-
istration will
look after
them, thus
free-riding
on the ef-
forts of the
university
to look af-
ter them.

It is a fact

that com-

mon-property goods are char-
acterized by rival consumption
which exactly happened with
the pool cycles as well. When
one student uses the pool cycle,
they impose an opportunity cost

24

on the other students. It is quite
obvious that each student will
try to maximize their own util-
ity and thereby rely on others
to cut back their consumption.
This leads to overconsumption
and exhaustion or destruction of
the common-property good, i.e.,
in our case the cycles. This has
also been highlighted by the the-

ory of ‘Tragedy of Commons'. So,
you might be thinking why don't
the students pay for the repair
of the cycles that they use since
they are getting a benefit out of
it and the cost of repair is also
very small; here the character-
istic of non-excludable benefits
of public goods come into play.

Non-ex-
cludable
means that

non-payers
(in our case
the students

who fum-
ble the cy-
cles) cannot
be stopped
from get-
ting ben-
efits from
the goods
(cycles)
and thus,

we think that even if we pay
for the repair someone else
will again destroy it, eventu-
ally ending up being ignorant.
All these factors have summed
up to deprive the students of

deriving benefits of pool cycles.
Some of the steps that can
be taken to sustain the bene-
fits from the pool cycles are:

1. The students who use
the cycles regularly for their
daily commute can negoti-
ate to pool their resources for
the maintenance of the cycles.
This is known as the Coasian
solution, named for the econo-
mist Ronald Coase. According
to this solution, if the trans-
action cost between potential
beneficiaries of the public good
is low, it is easy for potential
beneficiaries to find each oth-
er and organize the pooling of
their resources based on the
good's value to each of them.

2. In Peer-to-peer pun-
ishment, the beneficiaries
should keep a check on oth-
er students and punish them
in the form of fines if they are
found mishandling the cycles.

3. A security fee should
be collected from each stu-
dent when they take the cy-
cle from the stand and the
amount should be refunded on
the safe return of the cycle.

Apart from the solutions,
it should also be a moral obliga-
tion of the students to conserve
every asset of the university and
work in coordination to address
and find a solution of such is-
sues in the future. And more im-
portantly, no matter how costly
your personal cycles are they
might not have a basket to car-
ry your anniversary cakelll***



CO-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES
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t Tezpur University
we often notice that
the nameplates of
each and every hos-
tel are followed by
the word ‘men’ and ‘women’ ir-
respective of what program they
study. This is the place where
students experience their real
life with lots of responsibilities.
The University has classes
from integrated to the Ph.D.
level where HS students
who joined for undergradu-
ation interacts with the most
experienced Ph.D. scholars
and get many things to learn.
The place is very dynamic
and challenging as well as
competitive where we can
build our lives as we wish.
This place always teaches us
how to overcome challeng-
es, how to grab opportuni-
ties, and how to bounce back
when we fall. We may see
worst as well as best times
at the campus and cant de-

pend on our parents as every-
thing depend on us. In the mid-
dle of the study life, there are
somethings where we can test
ourselves in the form of co-cur-
ricular activities. If we want to
define co-curricular activities
then in simple words these are
the group activities beyond our
day-to-day classrooms. Co-cur-
ricular activities will not provide
any academic credit but these
will help us build our personal-
ity and will make our social in-
teraction process more refine.
There are many advantages of
getting involved in co-curricular
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activities. It allows students to
explore strengths and talents
outside of academics. These
also helps student to develop
stronger time-management
and organizational skills. We
can group these co-curricu-
lar activities into two groups.
One is indoor co-curricular
activities and another is out-
door co-curricular activities.
Debates, quizzes, music, arts,
drama, story, and essay writ-
ing are some indoor co-curric-
ular activities whereas yoga,
athletics, mass parade, and
all other sports activities are
also included in outdoor activ-
ities. In today’s world, all the
appreciation certificates are

very much influential from get-
ting a job to getting admission to
good institutes. So the students
should always try to take part in
those activities where they are
interested because these activi-
ties will make one very adaptive
in nature. Nowadays, organiza-
tions look forward to hire peo-
ple who are adaptive and can
work in any situation. These ac-
tivities will lay a foundation for
their characters. The outdoor
activities will boost our physi-
cal as well as mental health and
a healthy environment will be
created where there will be no
place for negativity. We should
always try to use the things
available to us which will help
us to grow as a gentleman as
well as responsible citizens.
Thus, we should always try
to use the things available
to us which will help us to
grow as a gentleman as well
as responsible citizens.***

25



ADWITIYA 2022

The Digital Divide in India: a roadblock
towards Self-Reliance

Dr. PRASENJIT ROY
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

t was yet another day, | was

strolling around in the com-

pound of my building when

| noticed the security guard

rushing toward me in a per-
plexed manner. It turned out that
he was having some trouble with
online payment. Later, | found
out that he was not able to put
the balance in his son’s phone
since the day before due to the
COVID lockdown as the shops
were closed. And sadly, he was
not able to recharge it online.
Due to this, his son was not able
to attend online classes. This in-
cident gave me a firsthand ex-
perience of the situation which
we can term the Digital Divide.
Fortunately, during this moment
| was there to assist and guide
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him. However, a harsh reality in
the current time especially in a
country like India is the pres-
ence of this Digital Divide where
millions are suffering from the
deprivation of online services.
We might observe it in our ev-
eryday life, in our homes, and
locality. Just like globalization
in all the sectors we also have a
global digital divide.

What is Digital Divide?

The notion of the digital divide
is basically the gap that exists
between the users and non-us-
ers of internet / online services.
The Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development
has defined Digital Divide as
“The gap between individuals,
households, business and geo-
graphic areas at different so-
cio-economic levels with regard
both to their opportunities to ac-

cess ICTs and to their use of the
internet for a wide variety of ac-
tivities”. Technological advance-
ments in the present world have
made us data-driven and creat-
ed an information society. How-
ever, the digital divide and infor-
mation society are immiscible.
A close observation of the top-
ic makes us realize the various
components responsible for its
existence. This can be associat-
ed with education level, environ-
ment, age, gender, geographical
limitations, and so forth. The-
oretically, the existence of the
digital divide cannot be denied
in our everyday life. But without
knowing the exact magnitude of
this we cannot condense it sys-
tematically and effectively.

How do we measure the Digital
Divide?

Historically, the digital divide



measurement corresponds to
the access of ICT by the popu-
lation/citizens. This was again
sub-divided into other segments
such as viz.

a.)Telephone Density

b.) Personal Computing (PC) de-
ployment and penetration

c.) Number of Internet Users.

The above methodolo-
gy, however, ignored certain
key factors due to which it be-
came unusable. It was more of
peripheral nature and ignored
the internal aspects such as the
user's preferences and chal-
lenges. On the contrary, to this,
a comprehensive approach was
developed by the UNECAP (Unit-
ed Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the
Pacific) in its working paper se-
ries. The corresponding meth-
odology focuses on both inter-
nal as well as external factors.
It is in a conceptual stage but
its application will bring fruitful
results through effective poli-
cies and all-round development
in this regard. Termed as Digi-
tal Development Index (DDI), the
model considers Digital Secu-
rity, Digital Education, Environ-
ment, Affordability, Availabili-
ty, and Resilience among three
groups of users viz. the Govern-
ment, the individuals, and the
business enterprise.

The digital trends in India

The digital trends in India can
be highlighted through the fol-
lowing points compiled and
prepared from the report main-
tained by the Internet and Mobile
Association of India and Global-
Weblndex as of July 2020. They
are as:

1. As of July 2020, 50 percent of
the population uses the internet
which comes to around 687 mil-
lion users.

2. Out of this 50 percent of us-
ers, 70 percent of users use the
internet on a daily basis.

3. A majority of internet usage
occurs through mobile phones
(97 percent).

4. Facebook is the most popular
social networking site in India
followed by YouTube, Quora, In-
stagram, Twitter, Pinterest, and
LinkedIn.

5. The average duration Indian
users spend on social media a
day is 2.4 hours (a little below
the world average of 2.5 hours
a day).

6. Rural India has 264 million in-
ternet users out of a total of 687
million users. It has a sizable
portion that is devoid of internet
access.

7. Among all the states, higher
internet penetration can be ob-
served in Delhi, Kerala, Jammu
and Kashmir, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, and Punjab.

8. The lowest internet penetra-
tion could be observed in the
North-Eastern States.

9. A surge in female internet us-
ers could be seen in Delhi, Tamil
Nadu, and Kerala.

10. Kerala is the only state which
has introduced an internet pol-
icy for providing internet facil-
ities to every household in the
state including the marginalized
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sections.

11. The distribution of inter-
net users across gender in the
country shows that 67 percent
of users are male. In urban and
rural areas the same stood at 62
percent and 72 percent respec-
tively.

12. The Age distribution shows
that the maximum number of
internet users falls within 12-
29 years, (almost two-thirds of
the total internet users) with the
lowest number of users above
40 years.

What are the main causes of the
digital divide?

Education:

Literacy is one of the prime
causes of the digital divide. In-
dia’s literacy as per the latest
data is 74.04 percent. The digi-
tal mediums are technological-
ly advanced and require a basic
understanding of language, es-
pecially English. For countries
like China, South Korea, Taiwan,
Indonesia, and so forth where
the emphasis on using the re-
gional language around techni-
cal space, particularly in soft-
ware, internet, and apps, gives
a different story. To substanti-
ate the comparison, China has
around 920 million internet us-
ers out of 1.40 billion being the
world’s largest. The literacy rate
of China is around 96.4 percent,

27



ADWITIYA 2022

which also gives an indication
of a thriving digitized society.
In India however, introduc-
ing IT-based solutions in a re-
gional language is a grim task
due to our diversity and acts
as a barrier. This does not al-
low for the standardization of
the apps and software, further
escalating the digital divide.

Affordability:

The GDP per capita of India is
$ 2,338 per year in comparison
to China's $ 8,879 per year in-
dicating the fallout in the eco-
nomic capacity of an individual.
This is another issue that der-
ogates the effective use of the
digital medium. A majority of our
population cannot afford smart-
phones, laptops, or desktops
which transpires as a major
setback and makes them oblivi-
ous to the advancements in dig-
ital practices. India ranks third
among 228 countries in terms of
cheapest mobile internet, Zim-
babwe being the most expensive
(cable.co.uk), however, when
we compare it with the income
levels of common people in our
country the fact of unaffordabil-
ity remains the same. People
are yet to come to the main-
stream when it comes to the
purchase of internet connec-
tions and other related services.
Rural and Urban Divide:
The rural and urban divide is
another factor that affects and
heightens the digital divide.
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The fact that rural develop-
ment is slow-paced does not
complement the urban land-
scape positively. Urban areas
are integrated through better
infrastructure, facilities, and
systems that make it easier to
access digital mediums. The
picture is completely opposite in
rural areas where lack of elec-
tricity, communication, trans-
portation, and so forth have not
reached the full scale of devel-
opment. A good example can be
sighted as, during the COVID19
lockdown, the schools based
in urban localities enjoyed the

privilege of conducting online
classes which are nonexistent
in rural landscapes. The income
capacity is also lopsided in rural
areas where poverty is worse.

Age:

Young individuals such as teen-
agers and young adults have
a tendency to embrace new
technology in a better way
in comparison to their older
counterparts. They widely use
computers and the internet in
their daily life. Our country is
experiencing a transition phase
toward technological develop-
ments. This transition has been
challenging for middle-aged and
senior adults as they have be-
come comfortable with manual
processes over the years. An-
other aspect of this is that in-
troduction of computer and IT-
based education in Schools and
Colleges has helped tremen-
dously for young individuals.
These were not available and in-
tegrated into the education sys-
tem earlier than they are now.
Connectivity:

The footprints of the Internet
in India could be traced back to
1986 when it was available only
to educational and research fra-
ternities. We have come a long
way, however, in terms of speed
and connectivity, we are still
lagging behind radically. India’s
internet speed stands at 39.65
Mb/s with mobile internet be-
ing 11.83mb/s. When we com-
pare this with the world leaders



the fastest internet speed in the
world is that of Taiwan (85.02
Mb/s) while in terms of mobile
internet speed South Korea is
the fastest (52.4 Mb/s). This
makes it evident the advances
we need to make in connectivity.

Digital Security:

The digital space is
susceptible to cy-
ber-attacks which can

numb the whole econ-

omy of the country.
Parallels can be drawn

from a recent attack

on the communication

system of Australia

which created havoc.

The Indian examples

in this regard such

as data leakage of 3.2

million debit cards in

2016 and Zomato data

theft (2017), the Wan-

nacry Ransomware vi-

rus (2017), and PETYA Ransom-
ware (2017) rightfully highlight
the issue. This creates a kind of
distrust among the users and
even non-users, which later dis-
courages further participation in
digital mediums. Our country is
yet to have a comprehensive cy-
bersecurity framework and we
are at a nascent stage. India’s
digital economy comprises 14-
15 percent of the total economy,
and the need for better securi-
ty measures should not be ne-
glected. Recently the issue of
banning 59 Chinese Apps citing
data security reasons is a wel-
come move, however, it is just
the tip of the iceberg. This vul-
nerability applies to all non-In-
dian Apps and software that col-
lects data of Indian users. The
digital data privacy and security
policies need to be revamped
for increasing the participation
of more users both new and old.

Basic Utilities:
The age-old problem of electric-

ity, infrastructure, and so forth
pertaining to basic utilities has
been a contributing factor to the
digital divide. The erratic nature
of electricity supply has creat-
ed an unsustainable growth of
internet users in rural areas.
There are many places where
people are yet to be connected

to the power grid of the coun-
try making this one of the major
contributors to the digital divide
phenomena. This also poses a
hindrance for telecom compa-
nies to set up their equipment.

Gender:

The IAMA reports that the ma-
jority of internet users in India
have been men, which points out
a gender disparity that exists
within the problem of the digital
divide. Historically, women have
faced considerable challenges
in all domains of life. The use of
the internet by female users has
been forbidden in many towns
and villages due to societal
pressures. Further, the literacy
rate of women is also a contrib-
uting factor to the issue. Wom-
en in India, in general, fall un-
der the deprived class of society
where tremendous struggles
and challenges are a daily part
of life. Many girls are not able
to go to school and colleges due
to financial or socioeconomic
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issues. Drop-out occurs due to
a lack of support from the fam-
ily and so forth. This is also re-
flected in internet usage as well.
Solutions to the Problem:
The solution to the digital divide
has to be followed through a
multi-dimensional approach viz.
at the Government level, Individ-

ual Level, and Busi-
ness Enterprise Level.

Government Level :
Policies toward
strengthening digital
security are the first
step towards creating
a foundation of digital
India and eliminat-
ing the digital divide.
Introducing aware-
ness workshops and
programs at an ele-
mentary level such as
schools and colleges
along with advanced
levels such as Government of-
fices and agencies. Sponsoring
and promoting NGOs for impart-
ing digital education. Encourag-
ing the establishment of tele-
communication hubs through
subsidies and tax rebates. This
should be directed towards
pushing the telecom companies
for more cheap rates for margin-
alized sections, students, wom-
en, and educational institutions
where affordability has been an
issue. The vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat (self-reliant India) for-
warded by the Prime Minister of
India will only be truly success-
ful when the digital space is in-
tegrated and well oiled, partic-
ularly during the COVID19 crisis
where work in the physical do-
main has become a tough task.

Individual Level:

At an individual level, we need
to begin from our home first
and observe the existence of the
digital divide. From our grand-
father, and grandmother to our
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father and mother and even rel-
atives we need to make con-
scious efforts in educating them
about the digital processes and
mechanisms. This would en-
courage everyone towards using
internet-based services in their
daily life making it a bit easier.
Further, the possible creation
of online forums to participate
in discussions about the digi-
tal divide issue would raise the
awareness level of everyone
making it a trending topic. Peo-
ple would make conscious ef-
forts toward assisting the needy
in this regard and hopefully it
will reduce the digital divide.

Business Enterprise Level:
At this level automation of ser-
vice after giving due consider-
ation to physical employment
should bring an upsurge in dig-
ital activities. Online operations
through digital marketing, dig-
ital services, and so forth will
create a new market segment
that will complement the growth
of our country’s digital economy.
For example, the growth
of e-commerce websites such
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as Flipkart and Amazon has
complemented the growth of in-
ternet users by creating a mar-
ket that otherwise was not pres-
ent earlier. Netflix, and Amazon
Prime are few examples that
have generated an avid interest
in the digital space. Little by lit-
tle this would create a cohesive
information society where indi-
viduals by default will be using
digital mediums.

The problem of the digital
divide is real and should not be
ignored at this stage where we
are. The COVID19 pandemic has
created a surge in the use of in-
ternet-based platforms. Online
classes, office meetings, OTT
platforms, payment of essen-
tial services, etc. have become
easier due to digital solutions.
However, these services are far
away from certain parts of so-
ciety. This needs to be rectified
and eradicated rapidly in order
to make our country Atmanir-
bhar (self-reliant) in the long
run.***
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Steps towards the achievement of SDGs

DR. BISWAIIT GHOSE
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

ustainable development
goals (SDGs) are trans-
formational goals of the
United Nations (UN) to
make the world a better place
to live for future generations.
The year 2015 is marked signifi-
cant in the history of mankind as
the year when the world leaders
met at UNs headquarters to dis-
cuss the critical issues the world
is facing, which not only impede
the global progress but also en-
danger the very existence of the
planet earth. The discussion has
resulted in 17 SDGs with 169 tar-
gets to be achieved by the year
2030. The idea is to transform
the world by 2030. The SDG tar-
gets are interlinked in a way that
they establish a balance between
three pillars of sustainable de-
velopment i.e., economic, social,
and environmental.
There is no denying the fact that
the SGDs are highly ambitious
and achieving the goals within
the stipulated time demand un-
conditional support from all the
stakeholders i.e.,, from the gov-
ernments and policymakers to
the individuals alike. In the first
instance, it is perhaps over-
whelming to think about us con-
tributing to the achievement of
the UN’s global goals in the ca-
pacity of an individual. However,
to the surprise of many of us, it
is supremely easy to contribute

to these good
causes by making
sensible and sus-
tainable daily life
choices. In other
words, by mak-
ing some small
changes in our
everyday lifestyle,
we can all positively contribute
toward the achievement of ambi-
tious global goals.
United Nations has provided a
list of easy to do suggestions as
‘The Lazy Person’s Guide to Sav-
ing the World’ in which it talked
about several simple things we
can do as an individual by sitting
on our couch, at our home, in the
neighborhood, and at our work-
place, which will have far-reach-
ing impact in the achievement
of SDGs . Sustainable practic-
es such as turning off the lights
that are not required to save
electricity, paying bills online to
cut paper usage, reporting on-
line bullies, sharing posts about
women’'s rights and climate
change, and spreading aware-
ness about SDGs through social
media postings, etc. can be fol-
lowed while having coffee simply
from our couch or study table
or bed. Similarly, several other
practices at home can positive-
ly contribute to the achievement
of SDGs. For example, naturally
drying clothes without using ma-
chines, taking short showers to
save water, avoiding wastage of
food to save food and money, re-
cycling products, installing solar
panels at home (if possible), re-
placing old appliances, and plug-
ging air leaks in windows to save
energy, etc.
Beyond the home, a lot of pro-SDG
activities can be practiced in the
neighborhood and at workplaces.
We can be instrumental in creat-

ing a sustainable neighborhood
by following practices like buying
from local vendors thus support-
ing their livelihood, preferring
sustainable products, walking,
cycling, or using public transport
to save the environment, using
refillable water bottles, and re-
ducing the use of plastic bags,
donating the things which are not
intended to use any further, etc.
Finally, the workplace is an in-
tegral part of our daily life, and
we spend a significant amount of
time at our workplaces. Fighting
against inequality, guiding young
people for a better future, raising
voices against gender discrimi-
nation, following energy-efficient
practices at the workplace, rais-
ing awareness about different
rights of employees like rights
to access to healthcare services,
rights to basic sanitation facili-
ties, etc., reducing wastes, voic-
ing in support of Paris Agree-
ment, encouraging the employer
to contribute to local communi-
ties through CSR activities, etc.
are some of the simple practices
we can all follow to create a bet-
ter and healthy workplace.
Achieving SDGs is a voluminous
task that requires wholehearted
support from all the corners of
society. It can be seen from the
foregoing discussion that we, as
individuals, have enough scope to
make meaningful contributions
toward the accomplishment of
SDGs. Even small changes in our
daily lifestyle can make a huge
difference in making the world
a better place to live for us and
most importantly for the gener-
ations to come. This is now time
for all of us to integrate SDGs
into our everyday life and work
together for a better future.***
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An ode to the star

Ms. Niva Kalita
Research Scholar
Dept. of Commerce

wo years ago, while the
whole world was grap-
pling with the despolia-
tion broached by the pan-
demic called Coronavirus, the
world lost a gem, who ruled the
hearts of all. The demise of Su-
shant Singh Rajput had taken ev-
eryone by shock. Investigations
brought to light depression as
the prime cause of his suicide. At
the irrevocable loss, people did
preach about mental health. But
the turmoil soon lost its empa-
thy, awaiting another unfortunate
incident to bring it on track. The
biggest irony is the fact that the
social media platforms where
mental health concerns are dis-
cussed and preached; are the
same which fuels depression to
many a great extent. With 264
million people around the globe
suffering from the vicious cycle
of depression, it undeniably is an
issue that demands serious at-
tention.
Remember any classmate you
called ‘fatso’? Remember telling
him/her “this bench will break
if you sit"”? Remember the one
whom you mocked saying “Stay
indoors while the wind blows,
for you will be blown away”? Yes.
We all have encountered, partic-
ipated in, and been subjected to
similar situations. All these did
seem fun. But unknowingly with
time, such repeated remarks can
trigger the alarm of depression.
And this will stay, if not evidence,
but perhaps forever to transform
the victim into a stronger soul or
a depressed spirit. If such can be
the implications, how about we
stop practicing such behavior?
After all, the fun can be ventured
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in numerous other ways. Here
are a few suggestions, which may
be considered-

1. Let us stop body-shaming our
friends for the

sake of fun; es-

pecially to the

point where

their confidence

is trampled.

2. Incorporate

more  positive

words in our
conversations.

For instance,

“She has a dark

complexion” can

be replaced with

“She’s a woman

of color”.

3. Parents may,

if they so will,

compare the ac-

ademic results

of their child

with the earlier

academic  re-

cords of their

ward, rather

than comparing

the same with

others.  While

doing so, they will not only keep
their child mentally healthy but
also help build their child's con-
fidence by understanding and
working on the factors that trou-
ble their child’s growth.

4. When the next time, you re-
ceive a message from any friend
which reads, “Are you free? | want
to discuss something” or “l am
feeling low. Are you available?”,
kindly revert to the person who
knows it might be the very last
time, you are hearing from them.
5. Get over groupism. Many of us
have sat alone in the class when
our friends did not turn up for the
class. If you ever encounter such
an incident, be kind to offer your

classmate the company of your-
self and your friends.

6. Lastly, if you are suffering from
anxiety, do not be ashamed of it.

Find at least one person in whom
you can confide. Talk to that per-
son, open up and get better. When
you see nothing but blackouts,
when you feel nothing but anxi-
ety, just reach out. We all have
demons inside us, ready to choke
us to death. Don't let them over-
power your will to live, be hap-
py, and breathe. You can do it. If
not for you, for others like you.
BREATHE. LIVE. INSPIRE.

| believe, little efforts like these,
can save the next Sushant. Will it
be too much to ask for as a fellow
Homosapien?



ADWITILYA 2022

Prefectship: A Hostel’s Apologue

Mr. Padum Chetry
Research Scholar
Dept. of Commerce

“Prefect”. this is a word
we generally come across in our
hostel life. Hostel life is full with
anecdotes that help us to remem-
ber all our funny and sometimes
bitter experiences. Just imagine,
how, if the hostel's walls could
speak, they could have given us
all of the hostelers’ tales.

Hostel life encourages us

to take risks and step be-

yond our comfort zones.
Hostel is, as the name im-

plies, “a home away from
home.” It will teach you

not only how to adjust,

but also how to form new
relationships with individ-

uals who may or may not

be in your comfort zone.
Hostel living was a turn-

ing moment for most of

us, as it turns an introvert to an
extrovert, from being self-cen-
tered to constantly wanting to
help people, and so on. It

has a significant impact on a
person’s life. However, being

a Prefect is not as simple as
becoming a normal boarder.

The responsibility of look-

ing after the hostel, which
housed over 400 students, is
itself an uphill battle.

It is an opportunity for the
person to learn how to prop-
erly manage all of the things,
how to talk to people, how to ne-
gotiate (for mess dues), how to
deal with wardens, how to learn
lessons from wardens, how to
motivate people, how to be strict
at times, and how to balance ac-
ademic life, social life, and hostel
life,among other things. It shapes
one in a better way. After a few
months of attaining the label, it

remains not only about power,
rather, it becomes a great deal
of responsibility. The prefect’s
room should always be available
to anybody who has solutions to
provide or grievances to make.
Just a small story

“Hostel wars are always sparked
by personal concerns that even-
tually turn into a hostel issue.
Such an occurrence is typical of
the prefect. The challenge now is
how to deal with it. It will be up to

the prefect to decide whether to
make this an inter-hostel conflict
or to make a prudent judgement

without becoming involved in a
war scenario. Then, with a scowl
on their faces, our adjacent hos-
tel brothers arrived with all of
their belongings. On the other
hand, the prefect kept all of my
hostel brothers inside the hos-
tel and sealed the main entrance
from the outside, standing alone
between the two hostels. The

alternative remedies were ad-
dressed with courteous words,
and some words were offered
to take stern action against indi-
viduals who were engaged in the
incident, and the situation was
eventually concluded.” - All were
learning lessons
The extra responsibilities will
teach you how to be a good lead-
er and how to make the road for
those who follow you simpler. A
good prefect avoids becoming
upset or furious in front of
other boarders. He must
demonstrate to them, as a
role model, that optimism
and a positive attitude are
the keys to success, even
in the face of adversity.
Be polite while talking
with other boarders or
warden or administrative
body. Other boarders will
turn to you for guidance
on what constitutes ap-
propriate behaviour, so
it's always a good idea to lead by
example. If at all feasible, do good
for society at times. Possibilities
exist at all times. Donating
fans to Napam MV School,
which may provide fresh air
to young brains, brought me
great joy at the moment. The
joy on the pupils’ expres-
sions as they were donated
table books could not be ar-
ticulated in words.
Above all, maintain a healthy
balance between academ-
ics and hostel life. It's all
about gaining experience that
will benefit you in the long term.
Set some high standards so that
others would follow in your foot-
steps for the sake of the hostel,
your brothers, and the hostel en-
vironment.%%%

33



ADWITIYA 2022

R it SN [

& yog° s sIgw
AITIH WOAT
codyy RyfRwray

TSI SaS I I8! RN TAANT TT 90 QW G FEATFT
AP IR @, TAINEF FAIY IZIOE TIF Y WE HE AAQANGIF QF I 0|
MAES SUIIAT TC03 Q2 FHIFI AL FRALF ISy NI JGR TNR@oIS IS
QI o7 IfFE TR IO TENEHIFRET IR@ ITR_EAER@ IEF @ IR aeE
TPRANIE T IRI I T27| 93 FIIRIERE AT AT d@e 501 93 IS8
g T ISATRART T WS Trrole A {Tss g Iftie GRSy (@I Wgo
|
AT F90 ME @ITT AGR-RET AFIRHB! AYTC I ARSI
Fazon fF IR @it alwws Reft SewraEite I Fata Regosyfar
JRYTANR | W @RIT QT 727 @ FERPIIQ@RIT 7RT TOR I (GEIaT TSR
e | TERERR T g @i oy @ skesr e Afser, o Rree
WYORAZ RS SO TR YfEar R N QIE @O WS (W AT
FIAPIIT| TS AATI FARPIIACT T [RZT 080! (7 9w sE@eesae [{ew
e oo ARG R_El A6 ATo[ER MEee, @ At HwEkee @@
RSN SoR S ]} |Te, G @[ I3
R @@ e @w@ifie gRefiordl ek I Ssss @ el
TG AP @RI ATS T AT SR A3 NEorsen Tqoias
ofSiere =, S W3l @ ERTEIE AR 51 F91 ERTRANGES I
S0 J9IH9o AR{eite @R { 9 JeRwee e Ree dwere erEs R
R g ofee | oo 2 EIRISIEEAR &85 90 3 -
5. I Rt Tifte ft Ao (g A30Iers| qrg (I,
e, A e, [Rfog ofe, weR, (g @i Glogs @3 @[ o8 oo
TIATINITT WO fATang| ¥ s3orercs 4wt fSoif¥ B, @f¥safts, «6ifoa wifta
EE =[N0 RAF I JW FIF ANE ANIEAR A 5K NG A |
2. TINY GG SEATAFAI qrere @A (ARIAMEIfeR fSoge vy fam
YT NI GIAINEIATATA AT IQIWIA FIR-TF CIRIF 8RS8 v
4R T @IRYSEY FIO! e IR IWNI™@ 4TS AR Afvmmns oftw, wiy,
@R, '[9, fBoifRe B, sRwifie = _ive g «fes v @

34



ADWITILYA 2022

35



ADWITIYA 2022

Use of Artificial intelligence and Machine
learning in Supply chain management

Mr. Hirak Jyoti Nath,
Research Scholar
Dept. of Commerce

dvancement of tech-
nology and frequent
changes in the business
environment forces en-
terprise to engage in an inno-
vative way of doing business in
order to achieve competitive ad-
vantage in the market. Artificial
Intelligence (Al), Machine Learn-

ing (ML), Big data analytics are
the few widely discussed terms
which can help businesses to
make better decisions across
the supply chain.

In the supply chain, different
entities are involved from the
procurement of raw materials,
entire production and distribu-
tion channels from suppliers,
manufacturers, distributors, and
ultimately the end customer.
Through efficient supply chain
management, enterprises can
satisfy customer demand, im-
prove responsiveness, and cre-
ate a network among different
stakeholders.

Al is referred to as develop-
ing human-like intelligence in
machines, it is the ability of a
machine or equipment to think,
learn and act like humans. Use
of Al can lead to efficient man-
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agement of the supply chain by
way of quick processing of large
sets of data and making accurate
decisions. It helps in developing
strategic coordination within the
company and across various
businesses in the supply chain
in order to achieve productivi-
ty and finally, providing value to
the end consumer. Leading busi-
nesses are already employing
Al in various supply chain areas
like supplier selection, demand
forecasting, smart
warehousing and
strategy and opera-
tions planning etc.
The term Machine
learning (ML),
coined by Samuel
(1995), is a way in
which the computer
can acquire knowl-
edge directly from
data and thus learn
to solve problems.
Data or information is consid-
ered one of the inimitable assets
for an enterprise, and by the use
of ML, it can transform a large
set of information into very use-
ful information in the way of per-
forming reasoning, logical deci-
sion-making steps. ML helps in
the inspection and maintenance
of physical assets across the
entire supply chain network. It
becomes easier to do production
planning and factory schedul-
ing through the use of machine
learning.
The use of Al, ML gives retail-
ers or distributors information
about adequate requirement of
inventory, figure out best op-
timal route, improves supplier
delivery performance, facilitat-
ing information exchange among
various business entities across
the supply chain. It brings robust

monitoring and prediction as
well as quick decision-making
abilities in businesses. Finally,
the use of Al, ML improves the
operational efficiency and pro-
ductivity in supply chain man-
agement (SCM) and brings trans-
parency in the different stages of
the supply chain and builds the
supply chain more resilient.

In the present digitalized busi-
ness environment, embracing
updated technology can give
leverage to achieve competitive
advantage in the long term. But
it also has some limitations, like,
it requires heavy investment as
well expertise in order to inte-
grate business operations by
way of innovative technologies
like Al, ML. As Al heavily de-
pends on computer-aided soft-
ware, which may lead to wrong
decisions in the case of being
incorrectly programmed. These
sophisticated technologies nev-
er mimic human creativity and
are unable to estimate future
consequences in the case of un-
dertaking wrong decisions.***
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Ipha is gazing out to his left, waiting for her
Ato arrive. The bus is scheduled to leave in 15

minutes while Gamma is set to arrive in 10.
As usual, the seat beside him is reserved. A trail
of commuters is gradually seen filling the line of
buses in the station. The scene is a sure event, re-
curring on each working day at that particular point
of time. Yet for Alpha, it provides for a fascinating
sight. This perhaps has to do with the inner turmoil
he is going through off late that anything constant
is catching his eye. He is now longing for absolute
values for a function that doesn’t seem to yield any!
Alpha came across Gamma around a year back
while being at the station itself. They waited but
it didn't take long to discover an instant connec-
tion between the two. While their initial intersec-
tion-of-paths was a chance occurrence, the follow
ups though cannot exactly be termed as random, at
least not to Alpha who tried his best to manipulate
the outcome by involving his biases. The frequency
of their meetups was such that he even believed,
or rather liked to believe, that Gamma too tried the
same on her part. Their bond, according to Alpha,
was not just glued with the obvious friendship vari-
able as there loomed an indeterminate force pull-
ing them towards each other. In short, Alpha’s rela-
tionship with Gamma was best described as

a=f(y)

As evident, Alpha was now a function of Gamma,
and as such all of Gamma’s actions and emotions
had a direct implication on the behaviour of Alpha.
Just having Gamma at his sight illuminated his
view. Time moved at twice the pace when he was
around her. If seeing Gamma smile made him hap-

ADWITILYA 2022

py, to see her laugh made the world of Alpha dance
in joy, and a slightly gloomy day in Gamma'’s world
meant hailstorms in Alpha’s.

However, in spite of putting in more or less every
finite variable into the function, Alpha still wasn't
able to find a decisive value. He wasn'’t sure as to
what all of this actually meant. His instinct had
hinted to the obvious but he was just not ready to
accept anything based on assumptions. The only
person who could have provided clarity to his sit-
uation was Gamma herself but the possibility of a
mere misunderstanding was a risk too many for Al-
pha. The best scenario perhaps lied in waiting for
Gamma to act.

Just then a slim breeze whizzes past and every-
thing in the station fades away. The buses are all
gone and there isn't anyone to be seen. Alpha looks
around, instantly realising the inevitable. Gamma
walks in to the station. She walks up to her usual
stop and heaves at Alpha. Alpha greets her back,
but in a rather subdued fashion.

Alpha turns towards the seat beside him. It feels
cold and rough as if it has not carried anyone for
some time. He smiles. The thought of the seat re-
maining empty, at the least, provides him

with a glimmer. The time perhaps isn’t right yet, he
thinks to himself. What he is looking for is almost
certainly waiting for him somewhere in infinity,
boundless of any finite constraint. All he can do un-
til then is to wait and continue his journey towards
his destination at

a= limy—<f(y)

The engine starts and for the last time of the day
Alpha takes a look outside to Gamma. Coinciden-
tally, Gamma too is looking right at Alpha. They
exchange smiles and wave off. The bus leaves the
station as Alpha consoles himself to be a step clos-
er to infinity.
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LIRE & NIGHTMARE

Urjita Goswami
Integrated MCOM 4th SEM

shallow breathing behind me. “Mikael, wher-"

My words were drowned out by an earth-shat-
tering noise as my heartbeat pulsated in my ears.
The apartment shook fiercely as if the floor was
giving away. Sharp wailing noises filled the room
as | held my boy in my arms. A candle flickered in
the corner. Mikael’s hooded figure came into view.
He rushed towards me with worry in his eyes.
“Are you alright?” | nodded. As he took Kal from
my arms, | looked around me. There were no win-
dows to look out, just a door. Stock of food were
piled up in a corner with the barest of necessi-
ties packed into bags. As | heard aircrafts roaring
overhead, reality set in again - we were at war.
24.2.2022. Thursday. It was 5 in the morning when
| woke up to the sound of explosions. The moment
| heard them | knew my worst fear had come true.
| opened my phone and scrolled through the news.
Putin had ordered invasion of Ukraine. There were
missiles and airstrikes in Kyiv, Kharkiv, Belarus
and other regions of the country. It was hard to
accept that we were at war.
For two days, we were couped in a bomb shelter
built under our apartment. Somehow, we man-
aged to accumulate food for a couple of days and
withdrew some cash. The Ukrainian President
had enacted the martial law and people had been
asked to stay within their homes for their safety.
Panic stricken civilians were filling up the roads
trying to reach the borders. At the crack of dawn,
we too left our apartment to reach the Polish bor-
der. Sitting in the car, | stared out of the window. |
could see cars queuing up like ants, carrying peo-
ple and baggages in them. Leaving the home, you
have built for years to survive is a different kind of
battle between the head and the heart.
Mikael had to leave us behind at the border of Po-
land and return to the country. Every Ukrainian
male civilian from ages 18 to 60 had been mo-
bilised to fight for the country. The journey to
the Polish border was supposed to be short but
somehow, we wanted it to last long. So, we drove
slowly. What was meant to be a short journey took
us over two hours. Throughout the journey, Mikael
and | talked. From our doomed vacation to Egypt
to driving out of our own home and country;, we
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I t was dark. The lights were out. | could hear

talked about everything. With uncertainty hang-
ing in the air, we didn't want this journey to end.
Certain words were left unspoken, few sentences
were left incomplete, but we both knew what re-
ality held for us.

When we reached the border, we could see thou-
sands of refugees crossing to Poland. Families
were bidding adieu to their loved ones and their
motherland. Tears of separation streaked down
their cheeks, mothers were holding their children
in their arms while they longed for their fathers
and brothers to be with them. To live the horrors
of war in reality was unthinkable for a genera-
tion born in the millennia. It was like a nightmare
impossible to escape. While mankind progressed
in ways unprecedented, it still proved that certain
things have not changed. As we bhid farewell to
Mikael grief clutched my heart knowing well that
it could be our last goodbye to one another. With
tears rolling down my cheeks as | waited to cross
the border with thousand more people, | knew |
left a part of my heart behind that | could never
get back.



ADWITILYA 2022

STORY BY

INTEGRATED MCOM 4TH SEM

55



ADWITIYA 2022

. STORY BY
.5 GYANDEEP DOWARAH
INTEGRATED MCOM 4TH SEM

56



ADWITILYA 2022

S fool-i[Aa1 s

INTEGRATED MCOM 4TH SEM

57



ADWITIYA 2022

Cssn-vrca' | STORY BY
\D TR NOVONIT GOGOI
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Ankur Baruah &
Prateek Bhowmick,
Integrated MCOM 6th SEM

can someone look at me and
even think for a
second that | am
Chinese, but yes |
used to be a Chinese
for my two beloved
roomies 15 and 23.
Before you'll judge,
chill out it were all
a banter and we
used to make jokes
like that, boys lock-
er room talks can be
like that.
So let's begin a day ...
It's 8:30 O’ Clock, 15
is still sleeping, but
10’s stomach is beeping and he
doesn’t want to go downstairs
alone, it's a long walk trust me,
especially when the food is that
good, | meant it sarcastically.
So where were we, yeah so he
gives a reminder, “23 bro, are
you going to have breakfast??
"Eh Roba!” .... 23 says
Ahhh..... | somehow managed to
have my breakfast
Oi khali? Kuwa, Petu, Baby Ele-
phant ...... and many more....
So, finally our night owl has wo-
ken up...
“Chupp” .... A constant dialogue
from 10
‘Guys, when do we have class?
Although the time table is the
group icon of our mostly used
WhatsApp group.... but no this
question is mandatory to ask
from Mr. 23.
Ah, | don’'t want to go class...
Eh, who is asking you to go to
the class?
My choice, my room, my mouth....
No no you can't say anything
what you like...
Eh Shut Up! ...A common ending
dialogue from 10

I still find it amusing like how

Now literally it's the time to de-
cide who will lock the door and
who will keep the key with him-
self? Coz No one wants to stay
outside for a long....as it is obvi-
ous that nobody comes directly
to the room....and very strangely
we only have one key.

Okay now it's the evening time,
so after skipping lunch we re-
ally need to order something
from outside.... but the thing is
who will order and who will go
downstairs and pick the food ...
And here we formulate a rule,
...s0 according to it, one will or-
der, and the second person will
pick the order, then next day
the person who picks the food,
will order, and the free rider of
yesterday will pick...Done every-
one...yes done...

But rules are meant to be bro-
ken...and same happens, our
rule didn't work for a longO

And now all of a sudden a base-
less argument happens between
10 and 23

23 be like, “e CA fail kori ahisa
laj nai pua” ...

and 10 be like, “atleast tumar
dore FA 1t back log nai mur” ...
An awkward silence.....which
seems very long for the time be-
ing and when 15 will make a joke
of it and break the ice

Guys you might be thinking that
why am | not talking about 15 ...
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Okay lemme tell about him ...He
is a unique piece...he loves his
bed and his ML Bang bang ....
oh one more thing, he is very
concerned about hygiene...he
is used to taking bath regular-
ly...and he is our “kam wali didi”
...coz “jharu pocha” is his duty...
Okay okay now it's
time for dinner.....
As always 10 is not
going for dinner, 15
and 23 seems very
happy, ..Coz they
created their own
theory that when 10
goes for dinner, ...it
comes out to be the
worst
So guys | am ending
here, actually | don't
want to write any-
thing from this part...
| literally get emo-
tional
As there are many more things,
which | can add up, but u know
it's boy’s hostel things.... Ahhh...
If you know you know.
So let it go...
Okay now it seems like 3 years,
but actually it just 8/9 months
...since then we have been to-
gether in a hostel room.... where
we have been enjoying our last
days of college lives...
Time flies too fast... it's real...
| couldn’t believe that how fast
has it been passed.
| will miss you guys....
By the way, yes we are taking
lateral exit.
But you won't believe we are
not getting that much of time to
get emotional, coz dissertation,
presentation, assignment and
tests are not letting us to do so.
But | know we three from
room number 247 will togeth-
er surpass these hectic days
and get some time to cry ...
lol

#Roommate goals
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A MASQUERADER

REINA BORAH
BED. 2ND SEM

A few months back | was

strolling in a park when sud-
denly | heard a mother getting
angry with her daughter. As |
reached closer, wanting to hear
what was happening, | heard
the mother telling her daughter
to act as she expects. | thought
perhaps the little one must
have done something wrong
or must have
misbehaved.
To my sur-
prise, | heard
the mother in-
sisting that the
girl, lie about
their  where-
abouts to her
grandmother.

This
mother, like
many other
parents, wants
moral value
classes for her
daughter in
school because
she feels that
this generation is not growing
up the right way. She, howev-
er, conveniently chooses not to
be an example for her daugh-
ter to follow. We have encoun-
tered so many people with dou-
ble standards, over time. When
we reflect on the way we have
lived our lives, we will find that
we too have been guilty of this
practice now and then. When it
is about others, we are vocal
about it, but when it is about
us, we say to ourselves “One
last timel” Sometimes we also
become the cat that closes its
eyes and thinks no one is looing
at it.

These days there is
this fad of inclusive society, it
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sounds good to the ears, but in
reality does anyone care? We
have escalators near foot over
bridges for the old, but most of
the time, these are not in order.
We have lifts meant for physi-
cally challenged people, but you
find able-bodied men and wom-
en too getting in and crowding
the lift. Buses have seats re-
served for women, but we hear
men argue why they should give
up these seats when women

want equality. Same is the case
at railway counters and mov-
ie halls. Something is wrong
somewhere and where else can
it be, if not in schools? Because
school is the place where the
future society is taking shape,
so the school will have to take
the onus of doing things right
and this is why we have moral
science classes in schools. The
class begins and the teacher
teaches children to be honest,
not to lie, how to behave with
older people, on the road, in
public; develop empathy for the
physically challenged. Perhaps
children in class will keep these
lessons with them to check if
they really work in life, only to,

find out most of the times such
as are practiced based on con-
venience.

At every step, we have
given children suitable les-
sons. But along with these les-
sons, we have also given them
many wrong examples. What we
preach, we do not follow our-
selves we never walk the talk.
Children are, therefore, con-
fused, they find us adults mas-
queraders, so most of them just

chose to grow
into hypocrites
as that is the
most natu-
ral path and
easily accept-
able in society.
Some  strug-
gle throughout
their lives be-
cause they can
let neither go
of those les-
sons nor fol-
low the norms
of the society.
What children
need is to see
right examples,
adults they can look up to peo-
ple who live by their values and
not by the glitters of the world.
But where is the laboratory to
grow such adults? What a vi-
cious circle we are in!

We want something, we
say something else, and do
something different altogether.
Our heart and mind are discon-
nected, we do not dare to walk
the path, and remain mediocre,
creating mediocre.

Would you like to bring
some change? How?
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REMEMBERING A TEACHER AND HIS STUDENTS:
TEACHING ENGLISH AT THE DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE

MADHURIYA GOSWAMI

The moment | set foot
inside the Commerce
classroom, almost three
years ago, on a hot July
morning, | prayed for two
things: one, that my legs
wouldn'’t turn to jelly be-
fore | could croak out my
name and two, that my
work looks would be ap-
propriate.

Neither

hope was

quashed,

by God's

grace. I

was grate-

ful to have

glided

through

the roll

call and

immense-

ly fortunate to have not
been mistaken for a
married, middle-aged
man who having found no
permanent position had
come to teach communi-
cative English to a bunch
of new undergraduates. |
was really glad that the
students treated a twen-
ty-three-year-old like
a three-year-old. This
was extremely helpful
as it broke the ice soon-
er than | could have ex-
pected- and | evaded any
complex topic with the
modest “as you know,
| have just passed my
Master's and | am still
learning.”

The blessing of com-
ing early to the teach-

ing profession was that
students could open up
to me, although this at
times extended to one
R--- expressing their
desire of cultivating nar-
cotic plants, if a B.Com.
degree yielded nothing.
Liberal as|was, students
confessed their troubles

of grasping a language
whose rules are as ob-
scure and illogical as the
pronunciation of words it
gives to the world. Early
on, | was convinced that
my pedagogy would have
to be a little different. As
there was not much of
a gap between the time
span between my being
a student and teacher, it
wasn't difficult to go back
to my own undergradu-
ate days when a droning
teacher had opened a
substandard, local-au-
thor written grammar
book and reeled off syn-
onyms. So, | held quiz

sessions that would
make learning more
enjoyable and asked

students to write sen-

GUEST FACULTY

tences without a filter. |
whooped and congratu-
lated as a team scored
more than the other in
one quiz session. But
being liberal has its flip-
side as well. As soon as
the team that scored the
highest won a chocolate,
another inflamed team

rose up, that-if my mem-
ory serves me right- lost
by the narrowest of mar-
gins, to demand a choc-
olate for themselves.
(Surely, losing by 0.002
points did not count as
losing!) My toes curl in
shame as | write that |
said something really
vague and slipped away
like a noiseless cat, be-
fore a full-blown mutiny
could be raised.

| have some very fond
memories of teaching
English to the students
of Commerce depart-
ment. The fondest would
have to be the moments
just after the start of
class when Rajdeep, Rib-
lu, Sharad, Rahul (I pray

that is what the name
of the tall, bespectacled
guy from B.Com. 3rd
semester was), Pranjit
and Gourish would kind-
ly assist me in turning
on the lopsided projec-
tor, although it would,
for the most occasions,
remain unused as | un-

consciously

drifted back to

good old board

and marker to

show how a

certain official

document was

to be written.

| cannot, for

the life of me,

forget Kau-

shik and the

rest dashing
off to the office room to
get the duster that had a
frustrating tendency of
walking out the double
doors of a classroom,
unaided. | still remember
pirouetting like a bal-
lerina in my one-room
tenement when Rajdeep
had sent me an invite to
attend Teachers’ Day at
the department. Had the
students, on the august
day, darted a glance in
my direction they would
have seen me revolving
in the swivel chair at the
speed of light, for such
was my elation and de-
light to have sat on the
other side, after having
been sandwiched by my
friends for decades on
teachers’ day at the back
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of the auditorium. Bha-
wana paid the highest
compliments to me on
WhatsApp the day our
sessions ended. She
was in awe of the fact
that | could remember
students by their hand-
writing. | was oddly
flushed, not least be-
cause she had not gone
on to ask if | would
one day be desperate
enough to write a let-
ter to the admin in their

hand, demanding Mr
Madhurjya Goswami's
permanent fixture in

the faculty of the uni-
versity. | am really, re-
ally thankful to Vaish-
navi, Nibedita, Majoni,
Lipsa, Neha, Kaveri
and Pranavi for fixing
on their faces genuine,
kind smiles whenever
they would have to bear

the embarrassment of
seeing their English
teacher getting stuck
in the lecture midway.
Many, many sincere
thanks!

As | look back on the
years that now seem
like a distant dream
wrapped in the hopes
and sunlight of youth, |
hope to have given my
students at least an
ounce of what | have
learnt from not only the
utterly unpleasant Wren
& Martin but life in gen-
eral. | hope to have giv-
en them a push enough
to read, to write and to
imagine; because these
are the things, | feel, an
English teacher ought
to do. As for myself, |
have learnt a lot from
them. From Sushruta,

| learnt the technique
of snoozing on the first
bench, besides a thing
or two about European
Enlightenment. From
Riblu, | re-learnt the
word ‘arson’ that had
slipped out of my mem-
ory quite frustratingly;
and so much more. Re-
ally, if | were to record
things learnt from stu-
dents, Abhipsit would
have to request Bhaba-
ni printers of Tezpur
to print them a big, fat
book, which would,
nonetheless, be useful
in working as a stop-
per against my entry
into the Commerce de-
partment in the future!
But perhaps, the best
and most memorable
thing | have learnt from
my students is to give
warmth and unstinted

support to a less con-
fident soul. For that, |
will forever be in their
debt.

COME AND VISIT ARUNACHAL, EXOTICALLY

Y OURS!

Nisepita Gogor Integrated MCOM 611 SEM

19th February,2022 suddenly an
idea dropped in to get a bit re-
freshed from the daily monot-
onous life. Visualized this idea
with my mates in whatsapp
group and decided to take a lead
role towards our journey to the
Land of Dawn Lit Mountains . We
were seven of us but four of us
were girls, oh then we remem-
bered that hostel administration
would not provide us leave so
we had to plan our trip in such
a way that we could return by
night 9.30pm. Of course besides
us the boys were having no
problem. And then we decided
to visit Chilipam Monastery . Till
then the task was very easy but
when it came to deciding about
the mode of transportation
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,making Inner Line Permitwere
a whole lot of cumbers ome
task . Finally we decided that
we will be moving towards our
destination on 26th of February.
But, guess what happened? We
already knew the fact that 26th
February was the Convocation
Day for our dear brothers and
sisters but unware of the fact
that there will be restrictions
on that day and we will not be
allowed to venture out of our
hostels. The situation was kind
of very restrictive with lots of
police personnel deployed in
the university . We didn’t lose
hope, and luckily two of us were
able to come out of the hostel at
around 4.30am but my other two
friends were stuck as they were

not given permission to venture
out. The thought that now we
have to cancel the trip stopped
our heartbeats for a while but
with the help off the almighty
with some tips and tricks lucki-



-ily they were able to come out
at around 5.30. Now , the real
task begins , to get out from
the main gate . Heart beats fast
when we try to venture out of
the main gate full of police per-
sonnel, but our faces were full
of confidence although deep
down we were too afraid.

Finallyy, we managed to cross
our main gate and started our
journey at around 6.30 . Oh! ar-
en’t trips with your friends really
amazing . As we were crossing
Bhalukpong we began to fall in
love with the dawn Llit moun-

tains with a breeze full of fresh
air. The route to the location
was so amazing with a beautiful
stream bypassing it. At around
11.30 we reached our destination
and were simply awestruck. The
more we went near and entered
the monestry,we felt that di-
vine vibe in our minds and
were so refreshed. As soon

as we stepped up the mon-
estry shower droplets and

a mild breeze freshened up.
The clouds covered the large
hills. We meet few child
Buddhist monks ,full of in-
nocence and sincerity, really
India is so diverse. Before
the sun kissed the horizon,
we decided to return from
the Land of Dawn Lit Moun-
tains with a heavy heart and

a promise to visit this beau-
tiful heaven on earth again

in future.

On our return journey, we
halted to taste the Arunach-

ali Cuisine and they wel-
come us with homely affection.
We also witnessed local kina-
ra stores selling local orang-
es ,walnut, pulses etc. After a
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wonderful time spent in the lap
of nature at around 8.30pm we
reached university and then the
day ended but the memories are
even fresh in our minds.

At last we want to say that they
mean it when they said the Land

of Dawn Lit Mountains to be ex-
otically yours.
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THE GOAL, A STORY

MS. ARCHANA HALOI
RESEARCH SCHOLAR
DEPT. OF COMMERCE
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Online Farewell for 2015 Integrated M.com, 2018
M.com Batch & 2017 B.com Batch - 26th July, 2020

Teachers Day - 5th September, 2021
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Workshop on Good Academic Research Practices -
30th November, 2021
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Freshers' for 2020 Batch - 7th December, 2021
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Freshers’ for 2021 Batch - 10th April, 2022
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Industrial Visit Integrated MCOM 6th Sem, Integrated MCOM 10th
Sem and MCOM 4th Sem
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Industrial Visit at Dabur, Daehsan Biotech and Northern Aromatics,
IDC, Balipara, Assam on 20th May, 2022, Integrated MCOM 6th Sem,
Integrated MCOM 10th Sem and MCOM 4th Sem
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Farewell for 2017 Integrated M.Com , 2020 M.Com and 2019 B.Com
Batch - 25th May, 2022
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Commerce Basics
by Ms. Sneha Saha

11

17 ‘

Across Down
3. most liquid asset 1. one who draws a bill of exchange
5. Asset - liability 2. Journal lists transactions in which
7. Appoints agents order?
9. GST is a consumption of goods and 4. Left hand side of ledger account
service tax basedon 6. Process of becoming outdated
10. economic activity 8. book of original entry
12. point at which revenue and cost are 11. assignment of authority to another
equal person
14. financial asset 13. a management function
15. an intangible asset but also a capital 17. a current asset till the point at which
asset they are used, and then it becomes an
16. Process of transferring items from a cxpense

journal to respective ledger
17. management is defined as art and
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Ateort by S Grouey
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